Fish or Cut Bait?

Fveraones checklise for payroll softwane
e the Same basic erireria. Can 1 afford
itz Eheck, Wil T be able vo make money
awirhy it by increasing my productivicy
without toa much of a learning curves
Chegl, Wil 1 sarisfy my cliencs payroll
needs with it? Check. Being able wo sat-
isfy clients payroll needs often seeme
like an obwvicus question until your
Thiroks are ser into a whale of & prospect
ar vou are serving a client wha presents
an unpredictable request for repores thar
your existing payroll sofrware simply
it handle,

Whether ar not your payrall system
i flexible envugh ro react to your
clients demands i often tied oo the way
it chamges and evalves with the rapid
pace of rechnology. Fayrell sofrware sys-
tems Boile witl Aesibiliey in mind are
designed o make evolutionary technical
changes in simple incremenral steps,
instead of disruptive or revolutionary
plunges — a painful reality for those
whes have hegn reguired to purchase and
learn a brand new piece of software or
install & new computer operating sysem
to meet those unlbereseen specal

TE(LESLE.
For ¢xample, if vour particular pay-

roll sofrware was developed using
Microsoft eoals, it s forever locked mro
the Microsoft world, This picce of soft-
weare won't work on s Mac, ora Unix
or Linux system. Addiconally, i€ won't
casily commumcate with software devel-
oped with another ol The abilite and
henefits of transfernne mformation
hetween pieces of software in a clean,
safe, sane way is nor an opeion. IF the
software had been written to function
across a variery of platforms (Le on
Windows, VMisra, Linux andfor Unix|—
also sermed porrabilivy, seddenly che
aprios for importing and exportng
dara have increased exponentially.

Only a few years ago, Windows 95
was the operating sysrem of choice for
mist acenunting firms, Sofoware written
for Windows 95 commaonly won't fune-
tiom an bacer versions of Windows
including Microsnfts latest offering,
Vista. By dramatic eontrast, a highly
portahle payroll sofrware system like
LIBCIC s buile ro evalve wich echnology
and installed on a Windows 95 system,
srill funerions seamlessly an Windows
95 andéor an XP systen, a Vista sysrem,
a Mac, or on Linux. Portable software
makes adapration o changing rechnolo-
Y casy

The speed and ease
with which software
adaprs and flexes o
mieet changing needs is
JUSE &% dEROTTAnE A%
poreabilicy. In order o
understand how fexible
pavraoll sofrware will
aperate in the furire,
ook bevond the prewy
sereens and canned
reports nearly all pay-
roll software providers
tout, Examine the foun-
dation, the way the
software was huilr, and
henw it mighr he
enhanced.

Porrable sofrware
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evolves to meet and sansky shifiing cus-
romer demands. Essensially, sofoware
portability will give vou the opportunicy
te3 Jand chat whale of a prospece or keep
a client secorely hooked. The abilicy
posicively respond o unpredicrable cos-
mm report requests and then confident-
Iy deliver customized reports wieh Lietle
effort wiuld separare vour firm from
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vour conghest pavrall service comperinon
Clignrs and prospects are unpresdicrable.
How eritical is it to your fiem that vour
payroll software can meet unigue pay-
roll needs as clicnts evolve and grow?
Why would any payroll service
bureau want t spend any dme, energy,
ar resources having o go through hoops
o be able to create custom reports? 1f
landing the whale or simply keeping ane
o the hook is important, porsability of
your payroll softwane should be wp of
mind, Portabilice in payroll sofreare
allows for integration with any platform
or operaring svsien. Uldmarely, poreabili-
ry in payrodl software makes a world of
difference when determining whether vou
suceessfully fish or have to cur hair. SR
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